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HB 2534 - SB 2692 

 

SUMMARY OF BILL AS AMENDED (015242):  Changes the maximum number of 

lots that a plat of subdivision may divide a tract into and gain endorsement without the approval 

of the planning commission.  Provides that such plats must be certified by the planning 

commission or by the planning staff of the planning commission, if such responsibility is 

delegated to the staff.  

 

Prohibits a county register from receiving, filing, or recording a plat of a subdivision without 

the approval of the planning staff, if this responsibility has been delegated to the planning staff. 

 

Establishes that a planning commission may only delegate the responsibility for approval of 

subdivision plats that meet certain criteria. Prohibits a planning commission from delegating to 

its planning staff the authority to preliminarily approve, finalize approval of, or certify a 

subdivision plat unless the appropriate local legislative body or bodies approve such delegation 

by a majority vote. 

 

 

FISCAL IMPACT OF BILL AS AMENDED: 

 
NOT SIGNIFICANT 

 

 Assumptions for the bill as amended: 

 

• The proposed legislation applies to regional and municipal planning commissions and 

their planning staffs. 

• Pursuant to Tenn. Code Ann. §§ 13-3-402 and 13-4-302: 

o No plat of a subdivision of land shall be filed or recorded until it has been 

approved and such approval entered in writing on the plat by the secretary of the 

commission or by another designee of the planning commission; 

o Provided, that if the plat of subdivision divides the tract into no more than two 

lots, then the approval may be endorsed in writing on the plat by the secretary or 

by another designee of the planning commission without the approval of the 

planning commission, upon certification by the planning staff of the regional 

planning commission. 

o No county register shall file or record a plat of a subdivision without the 

approval of the planning commission. 

• The proposed legislation: 
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o Changes the maximum number of lots that a subdivision plat may divide a tract 

into to: 

▪ Twenty-five lots, if the development received preliminary plan approval 

through the planning commission; or 

▪ Five lots, if the development did not require preliminary approval through 

the planning commission. 

o Provides that certification must be by the planning commission or by the 

planning staff, if the commission delegates such responsibility to the staff. 

o Authorizes a county register to record a plat of a subdivision upon approval by 

the planning staff of the planning commission if that responsibility has been 

delegated to the staff. 

• Changing the maximum number of lots that a plat may divide a tract into may allow for 

a greater number of plats to be endorsed and certified without needing approval by the 

planning commission. This may have an impact on operations but it is not expected to be 

significant. Therefore, no significant fiscal impact to local government. 

• Providing that certification of plats must be by the planning commission or by the 

planning staff, if the staff is delegated such responsibility, is not expected to result in any 

fiscal impact to local government. 

• Authorizing a county register to file or record a plat upon approval by the planning staff 

will not result in any significant impact to local government. 

• Pursuant to Tenn. Code. Ann. § 13-3-402(c), a regional planning commission may 

delegate the responsibility for approval of a subdivision plat to the staff of the regional 

planning commission by a majority vote of the regional planning commission. 

• The proposed legislation extends this authorization to a municipal planning commission 

and prescribes the criteria for plats that may be approved by the planning staff of a 

regional planning commission and a municipal planning commission. Authorizing a 

municipal planning commission to delegate responsibility to the municipal planning 

staff and prescribing criteria for plats that may be approved by the staffs of both 

commissions is not expected to result in any fiscal impact to local government. 

• Per the proposed language, for a planning commission to delegate to its planning staff 

the authority to preliminarily approve, finalize approval of, or certify a subdivision plat: 

o A regional planning commission must have approval of such delegation by a 

majority vote of the respective legislative bodies from each county and municipal 

legislative body, lying in whole or in part within, and subject to, the jurisdiction 

of the regional planning commission. 

o A municipal planning commission must have approval of such delegation by a 

majority vote of the municipal legislative body. 

• Any vote of a local legislative body will occur at a regularly scheduled meeting; 

therefore, no significant impact to local government. 

• Requiring delegation of certain authorities to be contingent upon a majority vote of the 

appropriate legislative body or bodies may have an impact on operations; however, 

should such delegation not receive approval, then preliminary approval, final approval, 

and certification will be completed by the planning commission; therefore, no significant 

impact to local government. 
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CERTIFICATION: 

 
 The information contained herein is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

 
Krista Lee Carsner, Executive Director 

/mp 


